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Hookergate is a comprehensive "community# school for students aged 11-18. 
 
Chair of Governors:   Mrs E Bullerwell 
 
Headteacher:    Mr P Crabtree 
 
Vice Chair:    Mrs P Harris 
 
LEA representatives:  Councillor J W Hamilton 
      Councillor M McNestry 
      Mrs V McKie 
 
Parent governors:   Mr C Davis 
      Mrs I Fannin 
      Mrs S Raymond  
      Ms E C Stamp 
      Ms L Ward 
      Mrs S Whisler 
 
Staff governors:   Miss S Nangle 
      Mr G Storey 
      Mr C Turnbull 
       
Community governors:  Mrs S Bullerwell 
      Mr P Brown 
      Mrs A Dodd 
      Mrs P Harris 
      Mrs R Lofthouse 
       
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
Headteacher:    Mr P Crabtree 
 
Assistant Headteachers: Mrs A Leech 
      Mrs K Hailes 
 
 

Governors 2009/ 2010 

Leadership Team 
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  Staff List 
English Mathematics Inclusion  

Mrs M Charlton 
Mr P Crabtree 
Mr P Dickens 
Mrs M Dickson  
Miss M Nesbitt 
Mr A Patterson 
 

Miss M Avery 
Ms K Barnes 
Mrs C Carter 
Mr C Liddle 
 
 
 

Mrs N Milburn 
 
Teaching Assistants 
Mrs S Bell 
Miss K Clark 
Ms L Craggs (Senior TA) 
Miss N Moore 
Mrs S Parnell 

Science Technology Student Support Team 

Mr F Khan 
Miss L Graham 
Mrs S Rutherford 
Dr M Stagg 

Mr A Slater  
Miss A Collin 
Mrs Z Thomson 

Mr L Bates 
Miss V Harrison 
Miss L Hornsby 
Mr G Storey 
 
 

History Art Extended Schools Co-ordinator 

Mr R Laing 
 

Mr C Turnbull 
Miss E Jones 
Mr D Quigley 
 
 

 

Mrs J Fletcher 
 
 

Geography Physical Education Administration Staff 

Mr K Brown 
Mr A Cunningham 
 
 

 
Religious Education/
Citizenship 
 

Ms L Howie 
 

Mr C Kirkland 
Mrs L Atkinson 
Mr G Greenhouse 
Mrs S Needham (SSCo) 
 

Mrs M Ellis 
Ms B Avery 
Mrs G Bell 
Mrs S Hancock 
Miss C King 
Mrs A Walker 
Miss S Willoughby 
Mrs S White 
 

Business Studies ICT Technical Staff 

Mrs J Brennan  
Mrs K Hailes 
 

Mr I Foster 
Mr B Maddison 
Miss C Ridley 
Mr M Watt 
 

Modern Foreign Languages 

 

Mrs R Heer 
Mrs J Ritson  
 
 
 

Supervisory Assistants/Toilet Assistants  Library Co-ordinator 

Mrs C Scott 
Miss L Stephenson 
Mrs L Stobbart 
Miss K Thompson 
Mrs M Thompson 

Mrs H Laverty 

Caretakers 

Mr S Jones 
Mr J Turney 

Mr C Nicholson 
 
 

Music 
 

Miss S Nangle 
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Peter Crabtree 
  Headteacher  

In Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) and in Post 16 the 
curriculum has been fully reviewed to include vocational 
opportunities as well as traditional subjects.  We have 
good links with Gateshead college and other providers.  
All this is supported with a wide range of extra curricular 
activities 
 
We have a well-established pattern of reporting and 
meeting parents which means you should get the regular 
information you need in order to work with us to do the 
best for your son or daughter. 
 
Hookergate is a secondary school on a human scale.  
With about 500 students we get to know everyone as an 
individual  -  we can personalise their learning. 
 
I appreciate that this is a time of change in terms of 
secondary provision in Gateshead but you can be sure 
that your son or daughter will get the very best start to 
their secondary education in a secure, caring, friendly 
environment. 

 
Results in 2009 were very good in all areas.    
 
At GCSE 69% of our students got 5 x A*-C (37% including English and Maths).  In terms of "added value# this 
was even better than in our record breaking 2008 year. 
 
We also had a 100% pass rate at "A# level, for the second year in a row.  Virtually all students wanting to 
progress to higher education got their places. 
 
These results show that Hookergate is a continuously improving school with a skilled and committed staff.   
Given our students# starting points, we are  really "adding value# and making a difference to them. 
 
Hookergate is in a beautiful rural setting and our site, buildings and facilities are very good indeed.   The 
school provides an excellent learning environment.  All classrooms are fitted with the latest interactive 
whiteboard technology and there is excellent specialist accommodation for ICT, Science, Technology and Art. 
 
We make sure that areas such as the library, dining hall and toilets are well maintained and supervised.  Our 
students treat the facilities with great respect and visitors are always impressed with their mature behaviour 
and the calm, orderly atmosphere. 
 
Hookergate has specialist school status and our lead subjects are English, Maths and ICT.  The extra 
resources mean that we can spend more on improving skills for all students in these important subjects. 
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Hookergate School (Gateshead LA) is a co-educational 11 to 18 school situated in a rural setting.  It 
is attractively sited, combining pleasant quadrangles from the original buildings with more recent 
extensions including refurbished Science and Technology areas.  The school serves the 
communities of Blaydon, Winlaton, Chopwell, Highfield, High Spen, and Rowlands Gill, as well as 
attracting many students from outside the catchment area, including students from County Durham 
and Newcastle. 
 
Facilities include: art and technology suite, 4 ICT rooms, extensive playing fields, main hall, 
gymnasium, library, science laboratories, sports hall, tennis courts, and inclusion centre. 
 

The School 
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Each student at Hookergate School is a member of a tutor group.  The Form Tutor is the first point 
of contact for students each day.  It is the Form Tutor who has an overview of the development of 
each child, and who will, by reviewing each child at least twice a year, monitor their progress.  The 
tutor groups within each year are the responsibility of a Head of Year.  The Head of Year should be 
contacted at school for matters concerning your child. 
 
Form Tutors and Heads of Year stay with their groups through Years 7$11 where possible. 
 
Current Heads of Year are: 
 
Head of Year 7   Miss A Collin 
Head of Year 8   Mr C Liddle 
Head of Year 9   Mr D Quigley 
Head of Year 10   Mr A Cunningham 
Head of Year 11   Mrs C Carter 
Head of Post 16   Mrs L Atkinson 

 

Students from the primary schools visit Hookergate at least twice during Year 6. 
 
In October they take part, with their own school, in organised learning 
activities. 
 
In July all our new students spend a whole day with us 
to: 
 
!" Meet their Form Tutor 
!" Find their way around the school 
!" Spend time in their tutor group 
!" Experience some lessons 
 
At about the same time, parents of these students will also be invited for a welcome evening at  
Hookergate so they can: 
 
!" Meet their child#s tutor 
!" Ask any questions they may have 

Pastoral Organisation 

Early Visits 

Aims 
Hookergate School aims to be a community devoted to promoting the spiritual, moral, social and 
educational growth of all within it.  This is best accomplished by actively promoting the partnership 
of students, parents, school and community. 
 
Students are encouraged to take their place within the school community, to take responsibility for 
their actions and to value themselves and their achievements. 
 
(A full statement of the Aims is available on request from the school) 
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PE Kit available from school 
!" Green polo shirt 
!" Black shorts/dark coloured tracksuit bottoms 
!" Green football socks 
!" Green school sweatshirt for outdoor activities  
!" Gum shield (hockey/rugby) 
 
 
Other items of PE kit that are required: 
 (not available from the school) 
 
!" Training shoes 
!" Football boots 
!" Shin pads (hockey/football/rugby)  
      

School Uniform 
All students in Years 7 to 11 wear school uniform (both within the school and on journeys to and 
from the school).  Uniform is available from school at reasonable prices. 

 
!" Black school sweatshirt with school logo 
!" Black school trousers or skirts.  Trousers should be full length and not jean type or jogging 

pants 
!" White polo shirt 
!" Black shoes 
!" Appropriate outdoor clothing  
 
For safety reasons only the following items of jewellery are allowed: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

!" One pair of studs are to be worn where ears are pierced 
!" A watch  
!" One flat ring 
 
We also recommend an apron for cookery lessons. 
 
Everyone should have a school bag. 
 
The school cannot accept responsibility for the security of any items brought to school. 
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 Expectations of Students 
The school Code of Conduct expects all students to have a positive attitude to their work and to 
respect themselves and those around them. 

Code of Conduct 
 
As students we come to school to learn so this is how we are expected to behave: 
 
!" Arrive on time at school and lessons 
 
!" Wear the correct school uniform 
 
!" Work hard and let others do the same 
 
!" Be polite 
 
!" Respect the property of the school and of other people 
 
 
 
Classroom Routine 
 
Students are asked to follow these guidelines: 
 
!" Enter rooms sensibly when asked and go straight to your seat 
 
!" Remove outer clothing 
 
!" Prepare for the start of the lesson 
 
!" Listen to instructions and do as you are asked 
 
!" Work sensibly in lessons; do not distract others 
 
!" Record all homework in your planner 
 
!" Remember that eating, drinking and chewing are not allowed in lessons 
 
!" Distractions such as personal stereos, mobile phones etc should not be used 
 
!" Remember that you need permission to be out of a lesson 
 
!" You will be told when the lesson ends 
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 Rewards and Sanctions 
Rewards 
 
Our system for rewarding students has 3 tiers: 
 
1. Departmental 
 
 Each department has their own way of rewarding students to give instant feedback about 
 progress. 
 
 Examples: 
 

!  Stickers in books/on work 
!  Positive verbal feedback 
!  Certificates posted home 
!  Postcards home 
!  Electing "student of the week# 
!  Issuing raffle tickets 

 
 
2. Whole school 
 
 Each term all class teachers and form tutors nominate up to 25% of their students for an 
 award.  The criteria for nominations are: 
 

!  Consistent positive attitude and effort 
!" High quality work 
!" Much improved approach 
!" Working above expectation 
!" Consistently high quality homework 
!" Making a positive contribution to school 
!" Being consistently dressed and equipped correctly 
!" Good attendance and punctuality 

 
 All nominations are recognised by a certificate.  Multiple nominations receive school and 
 Metro Centre vouchers of appropriate value.   
 
 Lists of nominations are publicised within school and Achievement Assemblies are held to 
 present awards. 
 
 
3. Awards evening 
 
 Once a year an awards evening is held to recognise and celebrate outstanding achievement.   
 Departments and Heads of Year put forward students and success in external examinations 
 is recognised. 
 
Sanctions 
 
A variety of sanctions are used for unacceptable behaviour and work.  These may include detention 
after  school.  The ultimate sanction is exclusion. 
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 The Hookergate Day 
  8.50   -   9.05  Registration/Assembly 
 
  9.05   -   10.05  Lesson 1 
 
10.05   -   11.05  Lesson 2 
 
11.05   -   11.20  Break 
 
11.20   -   12.20  Lesson 3 
 
12.20   -   13.00  Lunchtime 
 
13.00   -   14.00    Registration / Lesson 4 
 
14.00   -   15.00  Lesson 5  

Calendar Dates for 2009/2010 
 
Autumn 

 
Tuesday 8 September 2009 

 
Friday 18 December 2009 
 

 
Half Term 

 
Monday 15 February 2010 

 
Friday 19 February 2010 
 

 
Summer Term 

 
Monday 19 April 2010                    

 
Friday 23 July 2010 
 

 
Half Term 

 
Tuesday 1 June 2010                    

 
Friday 4 June 2010 
 

 
Half Term 

 
Monday 26 October 2009 

 
Friday 30 October 2009 
 

 
Spring Term 

 
Monday 4 January 2010 

 
Wednesday 31 March 2010 
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 Lunchtimes 
Most of our students stay for a school lunch.  There is a good range of food available  -  a 
"traditional# meal, fast food and a "healthy eating# bar.  The system is "cashless#.  Students each 
have a swipe card.  They can "load# money onto this whenever it is convenient.  The system works 
automatically for students entitled to free school meals.  It all runs very well indeed. 
 
Students can bring a packed lunch to eat in the dining hall if they wish. 
 
Various activities take place at lunchtimes (computing, technology, music, PE, library etc) and there 
is always somewhere dry and warm to just sit and chat. 
 
Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 students stay in school at lunchtime.  For students who live near to school, 
there is the option of going home  -  with prior permission and a pass issued by the Head of Year. 

Many of our students are "bussed# to school.  There is a full and reliable timetable of public routes 
and dedicated services which ensures that everyone gets here on time and leaves school promptly.  
Students are allocated to buses for the journey home.  They each carry a school boarding pass. 
 
For students who want to stay on after school, a late bus is available. 
 
The school also has provision for cycle storage for students who cycle to school. 

Transport 
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Community 
The school#s sporting facilities are used regularly by the local community.  Please contact the school 
if your group would like to use our facilities. 

 

Attendance 
Good attendance at school provides a sound base for a good education. 
 
!" The target for each student is at least 90% 
!" The target for each tutor group is also at least 90% 
!" Students with 100% attendance in a term and in a whole school year are rewarded 

We strongly discourage holidays during term time, although the Headteacher can authorise up to 
10 school days in any one year should a request be received. 
 
A holiday form obtainable from the School Office should be completed and handed in, in advance of 
the holiday. 

Holidays 

Charities 
 
Our policy is to support each year one national and one local 
charity concerned in some way with children#s welfare.   
 
Occasionally an international appeal will also receive our 
support. 
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 Educational Documents 
Documents made available under the Educational Regulations Act (1989) may be obtained by 
contacting the school. 
 
The information given in this prospectus refers to the year 2009/2010.  Obviously details can 
change from year to year. 

Equal Opportunities Policy 
We have an Equal Opportunities Policy which ensures that all students have equal access to every 
area of the curriculum. 

Sex Education 
Sex Education is taught to all students in Year 9 Citizenship lessons where family life, moral 
behaviour and personal relationships and responsibilities are considered.  Again, parents who wish 
to withdraw their child should discuss their reasons with the Headteacher. 

Religious Education and Collective Worship 
Religious Education is studied by all students from Years 7 to 11 in 
accordance with the local agreed syllabus. 
 
In Years 7, 10 and 11 Religious Education is taught alongside 
Citizenship in 3 lessons per fortnight as CE (Citizenship + Ethics).   
 
In Years 8 & 9 Religious Education is taught as a single subject.   
 
All students study for short course GCSE Religious Education in 
Years 9 and 10.  Students study the six main world religions and a 
range of moral and philosophical issues. The emphasis is on 
learning from religion rather than simply study religion. 
 
There are regular school and year assemblies.  Parents who wish to 
withdraw their child should discuss their reasons with the 
Headteacher. 
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 Progress File 

At the end of Year 11 students are presented with their Progress File which contains: 
 
!" Personal details 
 
!" Qualifications 
 
!" Hobbies and interests 
 
!" Achievements 
 
!" A record of work experience 
 
 
 
This is a working document which students will improve, add to and develop as they progress 
through education, training or work. 

Careers Guidance - Connexions 
All students are given Careers Education throughout their years in school.  It is an integral part of 
Citizenship, Personal and Social Education lessons. 
 
Small units of Careers Education are delivered in Years 7 and 8.  Specific guidance is given in Year 
9 in the choice of subject options, and again in Year 11 for access to Year 12, to Further Education 
or to employment. 
 
Careers Education and Guidance are part of "Connexions#, an overall support network for students 
aged 13 -19 years.  The "Connexions# service allows students to access not only Careers guidance 
but also a range of services through a "personal adviser#. 

Work Experience 
All our Year 11 students have one week#s work experience in the Autumn Term.  Year 12 students 
undertake a work experience placement during the summer term. 
 
Many of our placements are with firms who are closely linked with the school and who have 
provided work experience for a number of years. 
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 The Curriculum 
Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) 
 
All students follow a broad and balanced curriculum.  They study the following subjects: 
 
English, Mathematics, Science, Technology, French, History, Music, Geography, ICT, Art, RE, PE and 
Citizenship. 
 
 

 
 

In Year 7 students are taught in their tutor groups in all subjects except in Maths and English where 
some setting is introduced.  In Years 8 and 9 students are taught in sets for English, Maths, Science 
and French.  All setting is reviewed after the end of year assessments.  Students can be transferred 
from one set to another during the year if this seems desirable.  Students with particular learning 
difficulties are supported by Teaching Assistants. 
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 Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) 
 
In Key Stage 4 students get some choice about the subjects they study.  The selection process 
takes place in the spring term of Year 9 with full consultation between students, parents and 
teachers. 
 
 
The curriculum is divided into 2 parts : the core and options. 
 
1.   The Core :  All students study the "Core National Curriculum# 
 

!  Citizenship (including PSHE, Careers and RE) 
!  English Language 
!  English Literature 
!  ICT 

 
 
 
2.   The Optional Curriculum: Students can choose from GCSEs and Vocational subjects. 
 
 
 The GCSE option choices are: 
 

!  Art 
!  Business Studies 
!  Design Technology  -  Food 
!  Design Technology  -  Product Design 
!  French/German 
!  Geography 

 
 

 

 The Vocational option choices are: 
 

!" Art and Design 
!" Construction 
!" Hair and Beauty 
!" Health & Social Care 
!" Sport 
!" COPE ASDAN 

!" History  
!" Media Studies 
!" Music  
!" Physical Education 
 

!" Mathematics 
!" PE 
!" Science 

 

 
In the two years during which students follow GCSE/Vocational courses parents and the school 
must work closely together so that every student achieves the best possible results and develops 
his/her skills and abilities.  Some courses are graded by continuous assessment which means con-
sistent hard work is essential. 
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 Post 16 (Years 12 and 13) 
!A" and AS level (up to 4 subjects) 
 
Students choose from: 
 
Art, Biology, Chemistry, Drama and Theatre Studies, English Literature, Geography, History, Law, 
Maths, Media Studies, Music, Physics, Psychology  and Sociology 
 
Level 3 Vocational:  Business and Sport 
 
Some AS/A2 and Level 3 Vocational courses are offered in collaboration with Gateshead College 
and Kingsmeadow School. 
 
Level 2 Vocational:  This course is offered in collaboration with Gateshead College  -  Students 
choose a Level 2 BTEC qualification from a range of vocational areas including Art, Business, Media 
and Construction.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition a tutorial programme covers issues such as Careers, Higher Education applications etc. 
 
Enrichment activities are also available, eg University visits, Community Sports Leaders Awards, 
Theatre Visits, Residential Trips. 
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 Homework 
We believe that all students should develop skills as independent learners.  Home study plays an 
important part in the development of this skill and is essential if students are to achieve success in 
their work. 
 
Homework is set to support learning and to help students develop planning and organisational 
skills which become part of their daily routine. 
 
We value the support that parents give by checking the planner  
each week. 
 
 
 

Consultation with parents 
Consultation with parents is very important to us.  To give parents the opportunity to become more 
closely involved we have a whole school review day in November. 
 
Every student and their parents will have a 15 minute meeting with their child#s Form Tutor to 
discuss progress and set targets for the year. 
 
During the year parents will also receive: 
 
!" A short report followed by an invitation to attend parents# evening. 
 Parents will be informed of the date and time  
!" A full report 
 

We aim to ensure that all students make the most of the learning opportunities offered by the 
school and find being here a positive experience. 
 
We have excellent links with our primary schools that enable us to support students effectively on 
transfer.  Students requiring additional support are identified by testing or by referral from staff, 
parents and the students themselves. 
 
Parents are involved at all stages and play an important part in the education plan for their child. 
 
There is provision at Hookergate for students with identified additional needs.  These students are 
fully integrated into social and academic activities, benefiting from a wide range of support in 
response to individual needs.  An experienced team of teaching assistants work alongside teaching 
staff, offering in class support and small group work. 
 

Support for Learning 
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 Sport and Other Activities 
In PE, Hookergate aims to promote physical activity and a positive attitude towards a healthy lifestyle.  
Students are taught safe practices across a range of practical activities.  We deliver in full the 
National Curriculum in Physical Education.  There are many sporting clubs at both lunchtime and 
after school where a student can engage in a wide range of extra curricular opportunities such as 
trampolining , basketball, football, netball, tennis,table tennis and golf. 
 
Teams compete locally in: 
 
Football ' boys & girls  Athletics 
Golf     Basketball 
Cricket     Cross-country running 
Netball    Tennis 
 
 
 
 
Many of our students have achieved success at both national and district level in a number of sports.  
For example: 
 
Sam Laidler  - Gateshead Athletics  -  Shot Put; Durham County Rugby 
Christopher Bivona - Gateshead Athletics  - 100m Relay Team & Long Jumps 
Frazer Price - Gateshead Athletics  -  Shot Put 
Louise Graham - Football ' Tyne & Wear Youth Games 
Thomas Wilson  -   County Durham Athletics ' 200m 
Ben Hurst  -   Rugby ' Northumberland (U15) & England 10-a-side squad 
Year 10 Football(2004)  -   Gateshead Schools# Cup & League Winners 
Year   9 Football (2008)  -   Gateshead Schools Cup Winners & League runners up  
Year   8 Football (2004)   -   Gateshead Schools# Cup & League Winners 
Year   7 X-Country (2003/5)  -   Gateshead Schools# Champions 
Year   7 Football(2004)   -   Gateshead Schools# Cup Finalists 
Year   7 Girls Football (2004)  -   Runners up  -  Gateshead Schools# 5-a-side Football 
Year   7 Girls Football (2006/7)  - District 5-a-side Champions 
Year   8 Netball (2003/4)  -   Gateshead Schools# League runners-up  
Year   9 Netball (2003/4)   -   Semi-finalists Gateshead Netball Tournament  
Under 18s Basketball (2003/4) - Gateshead Schools# Champions  
Year 8 & 10 Tennis (Girls "06 -"08) -   Gateshead Schools# Tennis League Champions & Regional 
           finalists 
Year 10 Tennis (Boys "06 - "08)  -   Gateshead Schools# Tennis League Champions & Regional       
           finalists 
 
Steven King -   English School Golf Team 
       -   Durham, Cleveland & Redcar School Boys Golf Champion 
Liam Nash -   District Football 
Nathan Hood  -   District Football 
 
Beth Bradford -   District Netball  
Carly Caygill     -   District Netball 
 
Matthew Sellars     -   North of England  -  Ice Hockey 
       -   Banff Ice Hockey Academy 
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Other Activities 
Students can choose to join a range of clubs such as drama, computing, science, music, dance, 
choir and craft. 

Activity Days 
Each year we set aside time for leisure activities for all year groups. These activities encourage 
students to develop their interests and to have fun< 
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 School Library 
The School Library is an excellent additional resource, for use during lesson time and out of hours, 
for both students and staff.  
 
It  is a very popular and well used facility, with new stock being purchased on a regular basis by the 
Library Co-ordinator.  
 
The services available include: 
 
!" Borrowing books 
!" Finding out information 
!" Computers with Internet access 
!" Help with homework 
 
Students can also take part in any of the many activities on 
offer such as: 
 
After school clubs: 
!" Homework club 
!" Carnegie shadowing 
!" Post-16 book club 
!" Reading schemes which offer Certificates and prizes 
!" Book Fairs and a Book Club, providing the opportunity 
 for students to buy books 
!" Regular competitions 
!" Boxed games and puzzles to encourage literacy and numeracy 
!" Word searches and quizzes 

 
Careers and Local History Information are also located in the Library, giving access at all times. 

 
Opening Hours 

Monday to Thursday 8.30 am  -  4 pm 
Friday 8.30 am  -  3.30 pm 

 
There is a late bus service available for those  

who use the library facilities or take part in other activities after school 
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In recent years the school has performed "Grease#, 
"West Side Story# and many Christmas Concerts all  
of which were very much enjoyed by students and 
audience alike.  Members of staff from many 
departments are involved in preparing the students 
for these events and assistance and advice is also 
given from professional musicians.  
 
 

 

The Music Department at Hookergate works to ensure that as many students as possible are given 
the opportunity to take part in musical activities.  Instrumental lessons and membership of musical 
ensembles form an important part of the department:  woodwind, brass, upper and lower strings, 
guitar and drum lessons are currently available, and all students learn how to play the keyboard 
during KS3.  We have a number of GCSE students who take part in several workshops throughout 
the year as well as many students at both KS3 and KS4 who take part in singing club and wind 
band. 

School Productions 

Visits Abroad 

Music 

 
German/French visit 2009 
 
This year a group of 35 students visited Germany and France for 5 days. They stayed in the Black 
Forest, Germany and made day trips to sights in both of the countries.  Visits included Monkey 
Mountain, Château de Haut-Koenigsbourg, the town of Freiburg, a chocolate factory, a boat trip and 
the town of Strasbourg.  The trip culminated in a day at the theme park Europapark. 
 
The weather was fantastic and all the students had a wonderful experience trying out their French 
and German in real situations<  A trip to France is planned for 2010 
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Gifted and Talented 
 
DCSF regulations require that we identify 10% of the most able students in each year group as 
"Gifted and Talented#.  The Gifted section represents the most academically able students in the 
school and the Talented section represents students who demonstrate exceptional abilities in one 
or more of the following subjects:  Art, Music, PE and Technology. 
 
The aims of the initiative are: 
 
!" To ensure that the needs of the cohort are met through the mainstream curriculum 
!" To purchase resources that support gifted and talented students 
!" To provide opportunities for enrichment 
!" To ensure that the cohort achieve their potential. 
 
The school believes that the benefits from the initiative should be for the whole school and not 
exclusively for the cohort. 
 
Aim Higher 
 
The overall aim of the Aim Higher Initiative is to raise awareness of Higher Education.  This is 
achieved through a range of enrichment activities which run throughout the year.  These are 
designed to inform students about university and challenge the reasons why students may not 
consider Higher Education as a viable option. 
 
The initiative particularly targets those students with ability to progress on to Higher Education but 
have little or no experience of Higher Education in their family.  However, we believe that as many 
students as possible should benefit from the opportunities available. 

Supporting individual progress 

Healthy Schools Award 
Hookergate School achieved the National Healthy School Award in 2008. 
 

We have a no smoking policy.  The school achieved its Gold 
Standard Smoke-Free Award for its work in educating its students 
about the dangers of smoking nicotine and its positive stand 
against its use in school. 
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Student Support Centre (SSC) 

 
This is an in-school centre to give students the opportunity to develop a range of skills that will help 
them to better manage their behaviour and learning in a mainstream class.  It is a preventative 
measure.  Students are referred to the centre for individual lessons and for longer periods of time. 

 
Four support workers (Student Support Officer, Progression Coordinator, Young Peoples# and 
Families support worker and Young Peoples# Support Worker) are also available to help students 
with their learning and day to day life. 
 
 
Attendance 2008 -  2009 
 
Total number of students on roll (Years 7 to 11) May 2009  -  449 
Percentage of student sessions (half days) missed through authorised absence 6.3% 
Percentage of student sessions (half days) missed through unauthorised absence 2.3% 
The average attendance of the whole school 2008 / 2009 was 91.4% 
 
 
 

Basic Skills Award 
 
Hookergate has been awarded the "Basic Skills# Quality Mark for Secondary Schools.  We were the first 
secondary school in Gateshead to achieve this award.  The award shows that at Hookergate we are 
committed to raising standards of literacy and numeracy for all our students. 

 

Inclusion Award  
 
Hookergate school is one of the first schools in the North to receive the "Inclusion Award# from the 
specialist schools and Academies Trust. 
 
Our approach to inclusion is summarised in the Inclusion Statement: 
 
Hookergate is an educationally inclusive school in which the achievements, attitudes and well being 
of every person matter. 
 
We: 
 

!" respond to diversity 
!" provide equality of opportunity 
!" bring together services and support to proactively remove barriers to learning 
!" seek views from the whole community help bring about positive change 
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 Examinations 2009 
 
There was a 100% pass rate at "A# Level for the second year in succession.  Virtually all students got 
the college and university places they applied for. 
 
AS results were the best ever which is a good sign for next year. 
 
GCSE results were very good.  Although the headline percentages weren#t quite as high as in our 
record breaking year (2008) they were even better in terms of "added value#  -  the progress 
students made from when they joined us.  The results were well above the targets set by the local 
authority. 
 
Year 9 SATs in English, Maths and Science were discontinued in 2009, and replaced by teacher 
assessments. 
 

GCSE students overjoyed with their results 
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 External Exams Summer 2009 

Summary of the National Curriculum Assessment Results of pupils in the school (2008) and National 
(2007) at the end of Key Stage 3, as a % of those eligible for assessment. 
 
Key Stage 3 Results 2009 (School Percentages) 

Whole school results: 2009 : Number of  Students   

Teacher Assessment 

Subject W 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Disapplied Absent 

English 0 0 0 7 21 40 32 0 0 0 0 

Mathematics 0 0 0 11 16 28 29 11 5 0 0 

Science 0 0 0 5 17 43 24 11 0 0 0 

Design & Technology 0 0 0 4 12 56 27 1 0 0 0 

Geography 0 0 0 2 10 50 33 5 0 0 0 

History 0 0 0 1 17 39 33 10 0 0 0 

Information Technology 0 0 0 11 50 29 10 0 0 0 0 

Modern Foreign Language 0 0 0 13 28 28 18 0 0 12 0 

Art 0 0 0 1 7 37 39 16 0 0 0 

Music 0 0 0 15 29 35 20 1 0 0 0 

Physical Education 0 0 0 0 7 66 23 4 0 0 0 

GCSE /Vocational results achieved by students aged 15 on or before 31 August 2008 

Number of students in school aged 15 =   107   Candidate aged under 15  - 1 
Number of students not entered for GCSEs =  2 

Subject Number of  
Entries 

A* A B C D E F G U 

English 102 5 3 10 30 18 14 18 2 2 

English Literature 99 0 6 8 26 21 17 13 7 1 

Mathematics 103 6 4 9 32 15 11 15 10 1 

Science (core)/(Single Science) 104 4 5 15 39 11 13 13 4 0 

Science (additional) 53 3 7 6 30 7 0 0 0 0 

Art & Design  -  Fine Art 39 0 6 6 14 5 7 0 0 0 

Business Studies  46 1 1 4 13 6 10 3 4 4 

Citizenship  -  Short Course 51 5 6 16 15 4 3 1 0 1 

Design & Technology  - Food 14 0 0 0 3 4 5 2 0 0 

Design & Technology  -  Product Design 26 0 0 4 4 6 10 2 0 0 

German 16 1 1 4 4 6 0 0 0 0 

Geography 45 0 3 5 16 13 5 2 0 1 

History 18 0 4 0 6 2 2 3 0 1 

Italian 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Media  45 0 2 11 8 11 10 2 1 0 

Music 11 1 1 1 7 1 0 0 0 0 

Physical Education 19 0 4 3 8 2 2 0 0 0 

26 U denotes ungraded/absent 



 

 

Subject Number of 
 Entries 

Distinction * Distinction Merit  Pass 

OCR National in ICT 1st Award 
 

47 
 

0 9 5 33 

OCR National Diploma in Health and Social 
Care (Level 1 & Level 2) 
(= 4 GCSEs) 

13 0 0 3 6 

BTEC First Diploma Construction Level 2 10 0 0 0 10 

BTEC First Diploma Art  Level 2 21 5 4 1 8 

BTEC First Diploma Sport Level 2 17 0 0 3 14 

BTEC First Certificate Sport Level 2 20 0 0 5 15 

BTEC First Certificate Construction Level 2 1 0 0 0 1 

Vocational Qualification results achieved by students aged 15 on or before  
31 August 2008 

  Summary  

Students 5+  A*  -  C 
(Inc English & 

Maths) 

Achieving 
5+  A*  -  C 

Achieving 
5+  A*  -  G 

Achieving 
1+  A*  -  G 

Average total 
Point score per 

student 
 

(Percent) 
School 2009 

37 69 95 98 428  
 

 

LEA (2008) 
47 75 92 97 423 

 
England (2008) 

 
48 

 
64 

 
93 

 
99 

 
390 
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GCE !A" Level results (Year 13) 

 
Subject  

Number  
of 

students  

 
Number achieving each grade 

A B C D E U 

Art & Design  -  Fine Art 8 1 0 4 2 1 0 

Applied Art & Design Vocational  
(= 2 "A# levels) 

11 1 x BC 
2 x CC 

3 x CD 
1 x DD 

2 x DE 
2 x EE 

0 0 0 

Biology 3 0 2 0 0 1 0 

Chemistry 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Product Design 4 2 1 0 1 0 0 

English Literature 10 0 1 5 2 2 0 

Geography 10 0 3 0 5 2 0 

History 3 0 0 2 1 0 0 

Mathematics 6 1 2 1 0 2 0 

Music 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Further Mathematics 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 

Media 10 1 2 2 5 0 0 

Physics 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 

Sociology 6 1 0 2 2 1 0 

Summer 2009 GCE A/AS exam results achieved by students aged 16, 17 and 18  - Post 16 

National Award Sport Level 3 3 2 

Qualifications  Number of 
students  

Distinction/Double 
Distinction 

Merit/Double 
Merit 

1 

Pass 

0 

National Certificate Sport Level 3 8 1 x DD 
1 x DM 

1 x MM 5 x PP 

National Award IT Practitioners Level 3 1 1 0 0 

Edexcel BTEC 
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Subject Number of  
Entries 

(results claimed) 

Number achieving each grade 

A B C D E 

Art & Design  -  Photography 30 1 1 4 9 8 

Art & Design  -  Fine Art 14  2 4 1 5 0 

Biology 9  0 3 2 2 2 

Business Studies 11 0 0 1 3 3 

Chemistry 3 0 0 1 0 1 

Design & Technology 5 1 1 2 0 1 

English Literature 11 1 3 3 4 0 

Geography 9 0 2 2 4 0 

History 2 1 1 0 0 0 

Mathematics 19 3 6 1 4 3 

Further Mathematics 2 0 1 1 0 0 

Media 19  2 5 6 4 1 

Physics 4 0 0 0 0 1 

Sociology 5   0 0 3 1 0 

Music 1  0 0 1 0 0 

U 

7 

2 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

GCE AS Level results (Years 12/13) 

Qualifications  Number of students  Distinction Merit Pass 

Edexcel BTEC First Diploma  
Art & Design Level 2 

6 0 2 4 

OCR Level 2 National Award in ICT 6 0 0 6 

Qualifications  Number of students  A* A B 

Level 1 Project 6 2 1 2 

Level 2 Project 2 0 0 1 

C 

0 

1 

Level 3 Extended Project 15 0 0 0 2 

D 

0 

0 

6 

E 

0 

0 

5 

U 

1 

0 

2 
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 Targets for 2010 

Year 11 Student Routes (Percentages)  2008 

Key Stage 3      5+  6+  
 
English       77  25 
Mathematics      80  57 
Science       78  36 

 
Key Stage 4    
 
5 x A*  -  C   36 
5 x A*  -  C   53 
5 x A*  -  G   91 

  

 % of Male % of Female Total 

6th Form 26 24 54 

Further Education 12 23 38 

Employment (including AMA) 3 1 4 

Training (including FMA) 6 3 9 

Unemployed  -  Available  2 2 

Total 47 53 107 

 
Provisional and subject to amendment 
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Moving on######  

Katharine Anderson South Tyneside College Foundation Art 

Liane Brown University of Sunderland Foundation Art 

James Charlton University of Cumbria Outdoor Leadership 

Elizabeth Colesby Newcastle College Foundation Art 

Benjamin Collins Local Authority Brick Laying Apprenticeship  

Rebecca Ellis South Tyneside College Foundation Art 

Bradley Fairless University of Sunderland Foundation Art 

Kathryn Forster Gateshead College Graphic Design  

John Gainford University of Sunderland Foundation Sport 

Zoe Glendenning Gateshead College Graphic Design 

Louise Graham Northumbria University Sport 

Tanya Graham University of Sunderland Foundation Art 

Helen Grant University of Sunderland Sociology 

Shannon Hagan University of Sunderland Foundation Art 

Jade Hall University of Sunderland Foundation Art 

Samuel Jarratt University of Aberdeen Civil & Structural Engineering 

Melanie Kyles Newcastle College Foundation Art 

Jonathan Leck Wet & Wild Lifeguard 

Ryan Liddle University of Sunderland Sport 

Sam Little Newcastle College Foundation in Sports Coaching 

Danielle Lowe University of Cumbria Outdoor Leadership 

Ashleigh Megson University of Sunderland Primary Education 

Ruth McKie Northumbria University Criminology  

Imogen Mitchell South Tyneside College Media 

Lewis More South Tyneside College Media 

Daniel Oliver Employment  

Rachael Pinniger South Tyneside College Foundation Art 

Danny Pritchard University of Sunderland Foundation Art 

Jessica Routledge University of Sunderland Foundation Art 

Jordan Robson Newcastle College Applied Sports Management &  
Development 

Jill Shepherd Cumbria University Primary Teacher Training 
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Moving on###. (continued)  
Destination of this year!s Foundation students 

Steven Wallace University of Glasgow Genetics (Deferred 2010) 

Katie Welsh Northumbria University Building/Surveying  

Sophie Wilkinson Employment  Care profession  

Thomas Wilson Gap Year  

Kayleigh Winston Deferred 2010 English, Journalism, Media 

Danielle Young University of Sunderland Foundation Art 

Samuel Wears University of Dundee Geography 

Sophie Wardhaugh University of Sunderland Magazine Journalism  

Sarah Watson Newcastle College GCSE#s 

Kirsty Turney University of Sunderland Foundation Art 

Abigail Trott Lancaster University Maths 

Lyndsey Skinner Manchester Metropolitan University English/Creative Writing 

Emily Smart Newcastle College Care related course 
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 ACCESS AND EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS  
WITH DISABILITIES 
We operate an inclusive policy.  We are following an agreed plan to improve accommodation over a  
period of time.  The school does its best to accommodate specific needs as they arise. Please contact 
the Headteacher if you feel that you or your child may have difficulties accessing school. 
 
On the following page please find the Local Authority#s policy. 
 
The school recognises that all students are unique and will discuss with parents and student any 
building or administrative alterations that are necessary to ensure a satisfying and successful 
education. 
 
The new buildings and the refurbished areas have been designed to assist access to all with 
disabilities.  Each student is provided with an individual tutor who, along with the Learning Support, will 
monitor the child.  This will ensure equal access to all aspects of the school is available to students 
whatever their disability. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
 
Students with learning difficulties are identified at an early stage through strong links with feeder 
schools and standardised tests taken by all students in year 7.  A wide range of support is provided for 
students, depending on their individual needs, by an experienced team of teachers and support 
assistants. 
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  Community Secondary Schools 
 

Admission Policy 2010 
 

We,  Gateshead Local Authority (LA), allocate places at Community Secondary schools in Gateshead using 
our Community Secondary schools admissions policy.  We consult the Governing Body about this policy and 
arrange the admissions to the school using our co-ordinated admission scheme.  We use this policy and a 
different >In Year? scheme when deciding the allocation of places for In Year transfer admissions to the 
school. 
 
The admission policy is as follows: 
 
!" Secondary schools will normally admit pupils between the ages of 11 and 16, or 11 and 19, 

depending upon the school. 
!" We normally accept pupils up to the school#s agreed planned admission number for the year. 
!" We will normally admit pupils who have been referred for placement at a particular school through the 

LA placement panel who determine some admissions using the In Year Fair Access protocol. 
 
Oversubscription 
 
!" If there are not enough places available in a school, we will consider children whose parents have 

indicated the school as any ranked choice on the application form this is called the Equal preference 
system, among those children we will give priority in the following order. 

 
 (1) Children in Public Care (and as deemed under Section 22 of the Children Act 1989) 
 (2) Children who live in the school#s catchment area 
 (3) Children who will have a brother or sister at the secondary school during the coming academic 
  year. 
 (4) All other children 
 
!" If the criteria above are not enough to help us to decide priority, we will consider the distance pupils 

live from the school, measured "as the crow files# in a straight line from the centre of the parents home 
residence to the main entrance of the school.  Pupils living nearest to the school will have priority.  
However, children who would not have priority based on this may be considered if they do not have 
access to secondary education at other schools in the area. 

 
!" For your child to receive priority because of an older brother or sister in the sixth form at the school, 

the brother or sister must have been at the school at the start of Year 11. 
 
!" We will look only at the parent or legal guardian#s address to decide whether a child lives in the 

school#s catchment area. 
 
!" We can consider individual applications in cases involving exceptional medical or social needs.  This 

kind of application must be supported in writing from relevant registered health professionals i.e. a 
doctor or social worker.  The evidence must demonstrate why the chosen school is the most suitable 
and what difficulties would be caused if the child were to attend another school.  We will not consider 
such applications if the relevant evidence is not provided.  If provided the evidence will be assessed by 
the LA Admission Panel.  No assumption should be made that submission of the relevant evidence will, 
in itself, be sufficient to allocate a place. 

 
 We will place children, who we feel have proven the case under exceptional medical or social grounds, 
 after all Category 3 children above but before category 4 children unless of course they qualify in a 
 higher priority which they would normally have been placed had no such exceptional circumstances 
 applied. 
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!" >Children in public care? have particular social needs that we the Head Teacher and governing 
bodies must have regard for this is why such children are given top priority in our admission criterion.  
If we, the LA, decide it is appropriate and suitable we may, if there are no vacancies in the relevant 
year group, decide to admit such a child over the planned admission number of the school. 

 
!" For oversubscribed schools a waiting list will be maintained from 26 March 2010 to the start of term 

in September 2010.  If places become available after the allocation date we the LA, will consider all 
relevant applications based on the priority order set out above and in accordance with the 
requirements of the Co-ordinated Admissions Scheme for Secondary Schools for 2010.  However 
children who have been referred for admission by the In Year Fair Access Protocol Placement Panel 
and are without a school place will receive priority above children in all other criterion except those 
children in public care.  If appropriate we may decide to exceed the Planned Admission number to 
admit a child who is referred for admission through the In Year Fair Access protocol and is out of 
school or is in public care. 

 
!" From September 2010 the Head Teacher will commence a new waiting list from only those 

applicants who contact the school directly from the start of the new term this waiting list will be kept 
until the end of the academic year 2010/11 

 
 
Access for Children With Disabilities 
 
We have made a commitment that, wherever possible children who have disabilities including those where 
the disability may not be of a physical nature will be educated in their local Secondary school.  Where 
possible, the school and we will consider making reasonable adjustments to the building or to our school 
arrangements to allow your child to go there. 
 
If we cannot make the necessary adjustments or changes, we will discuss with you alternative schools that 
could provide suitable provision.  If there is not a place available at an alternative school we will still expect 
the school#s Governing Body to accept your child. 
 
An increasing number of Primary Schools already provide access for children with a range of special needs.  
We have plans to continue to increase this number and will promote improved access to all schools in 
Gateshead for children with a range of diverse special needs or disabilities. 
 
Important Dates for admissions to Secondary School September 2010 
From Friday 11 September 2009 Gateshead Residents can apply on-line at www.Gateshead.gov.uk.  
Applications must be submitted by Friday 23 October 2009.  We will publicise our arrangements for 
applying to Secondary School for admission in 2010. 
 
If your child lives in Gateshead and attends a Gateshead School and is due to transfer to secondary school 
you will receive information through your child#s school on 11 September 2009.   If you complete a paper 
application form you must return it to the Head Teacher of the school your child currently attends in 
Gateshead by Friday 23 October 2009. 
 
If your child does not attend a Gateshead school but lives in Gateshead, you must write to us at Gateshead 
Civic Centre, Business Strategy and Support, School Organisation and Admissions, Regent Street, 
Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE8 1HH to request an application form.  Alternatively you can apply on-line.  
Application forms must be submitted by Friday 23 October 2009. 
 
If you live outside of Gateshead and want to apply to a Gateshead school you must obtain an application 
form from your own Council and return it to them by their closing date.  We will honour the closing date of 
our neighbouring Councils.  However you must still write to us at the address above and request an 
>Information for parents booklet? so that you know what the admission arrangements are to Gateshead 
schools.  This information is also available on our website at www.gateshead.gov.uk.  Your own Council will 
send us notification of your application and they will let you know the final allocation of a school place for 
your child. 
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Hookergate School, School Lane, High Spen, Rowlands Gill, Tyne and Wear, NE39 2BX 
Tel. 01207 542862 / Fax. 01207 545050 

E-Mail:  HookergateSchool@Gateshead.Gov.UK 
www.hookergateschool.org 


